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Pet owners have come up with creative ways to help their dogs do their business at 
home comfortably during lockdown. — By courtesy of Joey Ang

Alexander Bushroe is from 
Florida, USA, and has resided 
in China since 2009. He gradu-
ated from Clemson University 
and the Dalian University of 
Technology, and loves to delve 
into the idiosyncrasies of life in 
Shanghai and everywhere else. 
In Alexander’s column, “The 
Commotion Metric,” you’ll find 
him stopping to smell the flow-
ers and examining the perks 
and quirks of life in Shanghai.
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D
uring the past month or so, 
the recent surge in COVID-19 
cases in Shanghai has cre-
ated a great deal of anxiety 

for the city’s residents. Individuals and 
families have a number of issues to 
worry about, each varying with differ-
ing circumstances for everyone, as we 
as a city fight against the outbreak.

One major concern for a large swathe 
of the city residents is centered around 
pet owners. Be they cats, dogs, or other 
less common types of animals, pets 

need attention and care from their 
owners, and, of course, a steady sup-
ply of food and water as well.

Many pet owners are worried be-
cause, if they were to be sent to central 
quarantine, they are unsure about 
what to do with their pets or how they 
would be taken care of. Several options 
exist, but they differ with respect to 
different communities and individual 
situations. The issue has been a black 
box for many, which has led to people 
expressing concerns on social media 
and asking for assistance from their 
fellow Shanghai residents.

In light of this issue, some helpful 
animal lovers and good Samaritans 
have begun assembling helpful com-
munities compiling the most up-to-date 
information about the situation, in-
cluding happenings around the city, 
important tips and tricks about how to 
best manage your pet’s situation if you 
are quarantined, necessities to prepare 
for your pet in the event of an emer-
gency situation, and other important 
must-know information.

Perhaps the most expansive network 
of these helpful groups for the inter-
national community was started by 
Joey Ang, a native of Singapore who 
has spent countless hours assisting 
people with their pet concerns during 
this time.


